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Update On Haitian Crisis, February 24 - March 9
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, March 11, 1992
Feb. 24: On the ABC news program Nightline, deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide said a
general amnesty included in the Feb. 23 pact did not apply to armed forces chief and coup leader
Lt.Gen. Raoul Cedras. (See NotiSur 02/26/92 for previous chronology of events.) He said Cedras'
replacement was a necessary first step to professionalizing the Haitian armed forces. The Haitian
army high command issued a communique calling on the public "to control their passions so that all
social and political problems might be settled by dialogue rather than violence." The statement said
the Army would repress any disruptive demonstrations. Feb. 25: Aristide and Rene Theodore signed
an 11-point addendum to the Feb. 23 agreement. The second agreement recognized Cedras as head
of the armed forces and Aristide as Haiti's constitutional head of state, and called for the creation
of a "national consensus" government. Under the earlier agreement, Theodore is to act as prime
minister. The new government's policies must be approved by all political parties concerned. Parties
represented in Congress are also required to approve all cabinet appointments, thereby limiting
Aristide's ability to impose his own program and to restore his governing team. They also agreed to
strengthen civilian control over the military. Theodore agreed to allow a mission of OAS observers
to monitor human rights within the country and promised to work toward facilitating Aristide's
return to Haiti. In the meantime, the two leaders agreed to meet twice a month "when possible."
A month after his confirmation as prime minister, Theodore is to meet with Aristide and OAS
chief Baena Soares to work out the details for Aristide's return. US assistant secretary of state for
inter-American affairs Bernard Aronson said he had been in contact with Haitian military leaders
and had reason to believe they would accept the terms of the accord. Upon returning to Port-auPrince, former Chamber of Deputies president Pierre Duly Brutus said that Aristide had "signed
a document and had better stand behind what he signed in Washington...Aristide is obligated by
what he has signed and our role is to appoint the international community as witnesses." Brutus
also expressed confidence that the military would accept the agreement. Feb. 26: US Ambassador
Alvin Adams returned to Haiti after a month's absence and declared his support of the agreement
to restore Aristide to power. In Washington, Haitian Ambassador to the US Jean Casimir said the
Haitian Congress could ratify the agreement within the next seven to 10 days. According to Casimir,
Aristide will not return to Haiti "for at least two months," and that the return would be "difficult."
Feb. 27: Theodore said Cedras "is in agreement with the negotiated solution" signed in Washington
which permits Aristide's return to power. In a communique, the interim government cabinet
demanded "explanations" from Senate and Chamber of Deputies presidents Dejean Belizaire and
Alexander Medard, respectively, for the agreement signed Feb. 23 in Washington. The statement
questioned the constitutionality of the accord in that it was signed by congressional leaders and a
"president of Haiti other than the one...invested by the nation's constitution." The statement denied
the government had "intentions of clinging to power as some claim," but that it would only "support
any negotiated solution to the Haitian crisis so long as it is not contrary to the constitution and a
threat to national independence." The US House of Representatives voted 217 to 165 in support
of a bill to suspend repatriation of Haitian refugees for six months. The House also voted 304 to
96 against an amendment that would have automatically granted Haitians political asylum. The
House vote was described by some journalists and human rights activists as an empty gesture
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since the bill faces strong opposition in the Senate and a promised presidential veto. Assuming
the eventual approval by the Senate and override of a presidential veto, the large majority of
Haitians will already have been repatriated. The Dominican Journalists Professional Association
(APP) protested a government prohibition on the broadcast of Creole-language news to Haiti by
Catholic-owned Radio Enriquillo. In a speech before the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva,
Aristide called the Sept. 30 coup led by Gen. Raoul Cedras and subsequent political violence "crimes
against humanity." He said the coup leaders should be tried as "common criminals." The Feb.
23 agreement provides a general amnesty for all participants in the coup, with the exception of
"common criminals." Aristide also criticized the treatment received by Haitian refugees by the
US and other governments. Organization of American States (OAS) secretary general Joao Baena
Soares called the negotiated settlement the "first step" towards the resolution of the Haitian crisis.
Soares said he would soon meet with officials from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
and other international lending agencies on behalf of Haiti. US Ambassador to the OAS Luigi
Einaudi said setting a date for Aristide's return to office was "premature." Washington is unlikely
to fully normalize relations until Aristide is back in power, according to Einaudi, although "we
will be heading towards normalization once Theodore's ratification [as prime minister] takes
place." Einaudi said the US government would soon double a US$1 million contribution to support
the efforts of the OAS special mission to Haiti. Feb. 29: According to a report in the Dominican
newspaper Ultima Hora, the interim government is preparing to present charges against Aristide for
the deaths of pastor and politician Silvio Claude, former Ton-ton Macoute leader Roger Lafontant,
and four youths shot and killed by the police. The article indicated that the charges would provide
a legal justification for preventing Aristide's return to Haiti. In addition, Ultima Hora reported that
the ratification process for the negotiated settlement has been blocked in the Senate. In a letter
to the Justice Ministry published by the newspaper Le Matin (Haiti), Attorney General Lionel
Dominique accused Aristide, former prime minister Rene Preval and former Port-au-Prince police
chief Pierre Cherubin and his assistant Richard Salomon of "illegal detentions, violence, torture and
murder." Salomon is currently under arrest and awaiting trial. Cedras issued a statement declaring
the Army's neutrality in regard to the negotiated settlement signed in Washington. The statement
said, "The Haitian armed forces will not allow themselves to be used to tip the scale in favor of
anybody." March 3: In an interview published in the Buenos Aires newspaper Pagina 12, Aristide
said the general amnesty will exclude Cedras, who, along with the leaders of the coup, "must choose
between exile and prison and will have to obey the constitution." Aristide denied that the OASmediated agreement includes his pledge to permit Cedras' continuity as armed forces chief. Next,
Aristide affirmed he would pursue professional- ization of the armed forces, and separation of
the army from the police. The police, he said, will be placed under Interior Ministry jurisdiction.
March 5: In a statement broadcast on private radio and television stations, Theodore promised to
guarantee "security and freedoms in the broadest sense of the term for all citizens, whatever their
political or ideological opinions" under the proposed national consensus government. March 6: In
a statement broadcast on radio and television, interim president Joseph Nerette asserted his refusal
to resign and criticized negotiations with the OAS premised on Aristide's return to power. Nerette
added that he is constitutionally bound to hand over power to a newly elected president, not to
Aristide. Nerette reiterated that the Feb. 23 agreement was "unconstitutional," and condemned the
OAS for its role in the Haitian crisis. Funeral services were held for Yves Jean Pierre, bodyguard
for prime minister designate Rene Theodore. Jean Pierre was killed by police Jan. 25 in Port-auPrince. Unidentified Latin American diplomatic sources cited by the Agence France-Presse said
they had dismissed Nerette's "condemnation" of the OAS role in Haiti. In addition, the sources said
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they expect confirmation of a new prime minister who will guarantee a return to democracy. The
American Christian-Democrat Organization (ODCA), based in Caracas, reiterated a request that
the OAS lift the trade embargo against Haiti. March 7: The Chamber of Deputies issued a censure
of Nerette's March 6 statements. In response to Nerette's statements, a communique by Senate
president Belizaire said, "the congress will survive all antidemocratic scourges." Belizaire also
denied that the Washington accord is an "opening" for "the occupation of Haitian territory by troops
camouflaged via the pretense of a civilian mission." March 9: The Haitian Industry Association
(ADIH) urged the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies to "immediately ratify" the negotiation
settlement signed Feb. 23 in Washington. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/22/92, 02/26-28/92; Prensa
Latina (Cuba), 03/03/92; Spanish news service EFE, 02/24/92, 02/25/92, 02/27/92, 02/29/92, 03/03/92;
Notimex, 02/26/92, 02/28/92, 03/03/92, 03/05/92; Associated Press, 02/25/92, 02/26/92, 02/28/92,
03/06/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/24- 03/01/92, 03/05-07/92, 03/09/92]
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